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1. WE SUGGEST THAT IN DISCUSSING WITH IRANIANS QUESTION 
OF POSSIBLE EARLY RELEASE OF F-5 AIRCRAFT DESTINED FOR 
ETHIOPIA, EMBASSY DRAW ON FOLLOWING POINTS. 

A) US, AS TRADITIONAL SUPPLIER OF MILITARY EQUIPMENT TO 
ETHIOPIA, HAS CAREFULLY STUDIED RECENT REQUESTS BY THE 
ETHIOPIANS FOR ASSISTANCE IN MEETING THEIR PERCEIVED 
DEFENSE NEEDS. HIGHEST LEVELS IN USG HAVE CONCLUDED THAT 
THERE IS MERIT IN THESE REQUESTS, AND WE HAVE ACCORDINGLY 
DEVELOPED A PROGRAM THAT WILL STRIKE A BALANCE BETWEEN 
LEGITIMATE SECURITY NEEDS AND THE ABILITY TO ABSORB AND 
UTILIZE MODERN WEAPONS ON THE ONE HAND, AND ETHIOPIA'S 
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL REQUIREMENTS ON THE OTHER. 
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B) AS PART OF THIS PROGRAM, WE HAVE AGREED TO ASSIST THE 
ETHIOPIANS IN ACQUIRING ADDITIONAL F-5A/B AIRCRAFT, WHICH 
THEY ALREADY HAVE AND CAN THEREFORE EASILY UTILIZE. THESE 
AIRCRAFT ARE ECONOMICAL TO OPERATE AND MAINTAIN AND HAVE 
THE ADDED ADVANTAGE OF MEETING AN ETHIOPIAN DEFENSE RE- 
QUIREMENT WITHOUT INTRODUCING A MAIOR NEW WEAPONS 
SYSTEM INTO THE AREA. BECAUSE IRAN IS THE ONLY SOURCE OF 
EXCESS F-5A AND B AIRCRAFT AT THIS TIME, WE HAVE SOUGHT 

GOI COOPERATION IN MEETING URGENT ETHIOPIAN REQUIREMENTS. 

C) WE BELIEVE THAT THE GOI WILL SHARE OUR CONCERN IN 
PRESERVING STABILITY IN ETHIOPIA AND IN THE HORN OF 
AFRICA. THE HORN NOW HAS STRATEGIC SIGNIFICANCE NOT ONLY 
FOR AFRICA BUT ALSO FOR THE PERSIAN GULF, THE ARABIAN 
PENINSULA, AND THE INDIAN OCEAN. IRAN AND THE US SHARE 

A MUTUAL INTEREST IN THIS AREA WHICH CAN BEST BE SERVED 
BY CONTINUED STABILITY. 

D) FINALLY, WE HOPE THAT IN THE CONTEXT OF THE EXISTING 
CLOSE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN IRAN AND THE US, THE GOI WOULD 
BE WILLING TO CONSIDER WHETHER IT CAN ASSIST US IN MEETING 
THIS OBJECTIVE. 

2. REGARDING QUESTIONS RAISED PARA IB AND C, REF A, WE 
ARE INTERESTED IN AGE AND SPARES FOR ETHIOPIA AND GREECE, 
BUT SINCE KENYA DOES NOT NOW HAVE F-5 AIRCRAFT, IT IS 
CRITICAL MATTER TO OBTAIN AGE AND SPARES TO ACCOMPANY 
ANY F-5 AIRCRAFT WHICH ARE PROVIDED TO GOK. WE THEREFORE 
PLACE FIRST PRIORITY ON OBTAINING ANY AGE AND SPARES 
AVAILABLE IN IRAN FOR KENYA. SUBJECT TO CONFIRMATION BY 
MAAG ETHIOPIA AND MAAG GREECE, WE ASSUME THAT ANY OTHER 
AVAILABLE ITEMS SHOULD BE EARMARKED FOR ETHIOPIA EITHER 
FREE OF CHARGE OR ON A REIMBURSABLE BASIS IF REQUIRED, 

AND FOR GREECE ON A REIMBURSABLE BASIS. RATIONALE FOR 
PROVIDING AGE AND SPARES FREE OF CHARGE IS SIMPLY BASED 
ON OUR HOPE THAT GOI WOULD FIND IT APPROPRIATE TO ASSIST 
KENYANS AND ETHIOPIANS IN THIS SMALL WAY. WE WOULD NOT 
OF COURSE STICK ON THIS POINT, SINCE BASIC QUESTION IS 

FIRST OF ALL TO OBTAIN AGE AND SPARES. 

3. DEPARTMENT HAS NOT RECEIVED USCINCEUR MESSAGE CITED 
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PARA 2, REF A, BUT EMBASSY SHOULD PROCEED TO DISCUSS 
DISPOSITION OF EXCESS F-5 AIRCRAFT WITH IRANIANS ON BASIS 
OF PRIORITIES LAID OUT IN THIS MESSAGE AS WELL AS STATE 
113891, 115638, AND 116305. 

4. EMBASSY MAY ALSO DRAW ON POINTS RAISED REF B REGARD- 
ING KENYAN SITUATION. KISSINGER 
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